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PRE-READ MATERIALS 

 Innovative Solutions for Including Recently Arrived (Linquanti, R and Cook, H.G.) 

 Resource Guide: Accountability for English Learners under the ESEA: Non-regulated 
Guidance (US ED January 2017) 

 Research Memorandum:Revised to WIDA Member States 9.23.17 (ELL Team folder)   

 English Learners and State Plan Requirements (ELL Team Folder) 

 3.29.17 Advisory Discussion Worksheet (ELL Team Folder) 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6nc-AcvbcskZzJRS1lBUnNEa1E  

 

 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
 Key Topics & Tasks  

 

 

A. NH Timeline for submission of State Plan  
a. Going for Sept. 18th 2017 deadline  
b. Accountability Taskforce meets April 14

th
 at NHDOE 

1. Revising State’s new accountability system 
2. Setting long-term goals and interim measures of progress 

 
B. Former English Learners (F-ELs) and Monitoring 

a. English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 
1. Subgroups 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)  

Does the State intend to include in the English Learner subgroup the results of students 
previously identified as English Learners on the State assessments for purposes of State 
accountability? 

2. The EL advisory recommends including the English Learner subgroup for 4 years after 
the student exits English Learner status.    

 
C.  Recently Arrived ELs (RA ELs) 

a. English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 
1. Section 1111(b)(3)(A)(i)-(iii) 

Does the EL Advisory still recommend option 1111(b)(3)(A)(i)? 
Option 1 excludes RA ELs from taking the required reading/language arts (R/LA) 
assessments in the first year of their enrollment and from any 
accountability determinations based on the R/LA, math, and English language proficiency 
(ELP) assessments; the students’ results on R/LA, math, and ELP assessments, 
however, are still reported. During the second year, these students must be included in 
the State’s R/LA assessment, in R/LA and math achievement indicator calculations, and 
in progress toward achieving ELP indicator calculations. 

2. The EL advisory does recommend offering exemption 1 for ELs who have less than 12 
consecutive months of education in the United States.  LEAs must request this exemption 
using the SASC (State Approved Special Considerations) Form 6, or other authorized 
method to make receive the exemption for a RA EL.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6nc-AcvbcskZzJRS1lBUnNEa1E


 
D.  Progress in Achieving ELP Indicator 

a. English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 
1. Section 1111(c)(4)(B) 

The data request for establishing cohorts of ELs to determine appropriate measurements 
of interim progress was submitted to the Bureau of Data Collection and shared with the 
Center for Assessment (facilitator of Accountability Taskforce). 

i. Follow up will occur after the Accountability Taskforce’s April 14
th
 meeting. 

2. The EL advisory recommends the ELP criteria be attainment of a composite score of 5.0 
or greater on the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, removing the previous secondary criteria of 
domain scores of 4.0 or greater.  Furthermore the EL advisory would like to explore a 
secondary exit criterion to include student grades and/or teacher recommendation.   

 
E.  Uniform Entrance and Exit Criteria  

a.  English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 
1. Section 3113(b)(2) 

Describe how the SEA and will establish and implement, with timely and meaningful 
consultation with LEAs representing the geographic diversity of the State, standardized, 
statewide entrance and exit procedures, including an assurance that all students who may 
be English Learners are assessed for such status within 30 days of enrollment in a school 
in the State. 
Draft language submitted to the Strategic Leadership Team on March 30

th
. 

The SEA will continue to publish its State ESOL Guidance on its website to inform LEAs 
of the official process for identifying whether a student is an English Learner.  
1> LEAs must ensure all families complete the current New Hampshire Home Language 
Survey (HLS) and follow the State’s guidance on incorporating the HLS into an electronic 
registration format. 2> The School District must provide an interpreter if a parent requests 
one, or if the need is obvious.  3> If the HLS indicates that a language other than English 
exists in the student’s home environment, an ESOL certified teacher must conduct an 
initial assessment (or “screening”) of the student using a state-approved assessment 
(currently WIDA screeners are W-APT or the MODEL, in 2017-18 the Screener will be 
phased).  4>If scores from the screener indicate the student has not met the minimum 
proficiency benchmark, the student must be added to the LEA’s ESOL Roster, and the 
EL’s parents/guardians must be notified that their child is eligible for ESOL services. 5> 
LEAs must notify parents/guardians of the screener results and eligibility status within 30 
days of the beginning of the school year, or within 14 days if the student enrolls later in 
the year. The SEA will continue to publish its State ESOL Guidance on its website to 
inform LEAs of the official process for exiting English Learners.  1>The SEA requires all 
LEAs to administer statewide common English Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment, 
currently ACCESS 2.0 for ELLs, to all English Learners who are eligible for services in 
their district.  2>After the English Learner attains the state determined English Language 
Proficiency benchmark on the statewide ELP assessment, then the learner will be 
considered a Former English Learner and be placed in Monitor status for 4 years.  
3>During Monitor status, LEAs will not offer direct services to the Former English 
Learners (F-EL) but will conduct quarterly progress checks.  4>  If a F-EL student 
experiences academic difficulties due to linguistic barriers, the LEA may request a Return 
to ESOL services through the NHDOE Title III and ESOL Office.  5>The LEA must consult 
the F-EL student’s parents/guardians before submitting the request. 

 
D.  SEA Support 

a. English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 
1. Section 3113(b)(6)(A)(B) 

Describe how the SEA will assist eligible entities with the State-designed long-term goals, 
measurements of interim progress, and challenging State academic standards. 
Draft language submitted to the Strategic Leadership Team on March 30

th
. 

The SEA will continue to work closely with LEAs in analyzing English Learner 
performance data on the ELP and academic assessments.  In addition, the SEA and LEA 
will collaborate on utilizing data in designing evidence-based professional development 
opportunities for educators, administrators and support staff. 



 
i. This item will be revisited following the Accountability Taskforce’s April 14

th
 meeting. 

D.  Monitoring and Technical Assistance 
a. English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 

1. Section 3113(b)(8) 
Describe how the SEA will monitor the progress of each eligible entity receiving a Title III Part 
A sub-grant in helping English Learners achieve English proficiency, and include the steps the 
SEA will take to further assist eligible entities if the strategies funded under Title III Part A are 
not effective. 
Draft language submitted to the Strategic Leadership Team on March 30

th
. 

The SEA will continue to maintain its ESOL Database, which stores English Learner performance 
data down to the school-level.  The SEA will hold Title III project manager meetings at the 
beginning of the school year and at the mid-year to discuss issues regarding program policies and 
fiscal responsibilities, as well as to offer targeted professional development.  In the fall, the SEA 
will ask Title III Districts to complete an ESOL Program Needs Assessment, including program 
improvements, where the district gathers its teaching faculty and administrators together to 
analyze the previous EL performance data. Each district will be asked to write a summative 
analysis describing how the district has met the State’s benchmark for ELs making progress 
toward proficiency.   The districts are asked to write a one-paragraph analysis of their ESOL 
program’s perceived strengths and how they can leverage these to continue success or enhance 
capabilities.  After they are asked to write a one-paragraph analysis of their ESOL program’s 
perceived weaknesses and how they may overcome these challenges.  These needs 
assessments will be due in February, and the SEA will follow-up with each district with one-to-one 
consultations in late May to early June.  These individual consultations provide a district-focused 
context for the SEA and LEA to collaborate, specifically to cover areas of program improvement 
and to discuss areas of coordination for sustaining successful activities and improving ineffective 
ones.  After these consultations, the SEA will use a rubric to determine risk for each district 
(criteria to include: EL performance, EL attendance, teacher turnover, fiscal responsibility, and 
more). Finally, the SEA will use a formal onsite monitoring process, where it visits each district 
once every two years, scheduling on site visits from the risk analysis.  The Title III Monitoring 
Rubric and State Monitoring Self-Assessment tools are being revised to meet all reporting 
requirements and regulations in the ESSA. 

i. This item will be revisited. 
    

E.  Long-Term Goals 
a. English Learners and State Plan Requirements slides (based on US ED March 15 Webinar) 

1. Section 1111(c)(4)(A) 
Describe the long-term goals for ELs for increases in the percentage of EL students making 
progress in achieving English language Proficiency (as measured by the statewide ELP 
assessment). 
There was no district-level data provided by members and the advisory is awaiting its data request 
from Bureau of Data Collection and data analysis from the Center for Assessment (facilitator of 
Accountability Taskforce). 

i. Follow up will occur after the Accountability Taskforce’s April 14
th
 meeting. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

Researched and  English Language Proficiency criteria 
Revised the EL Advisory’s recommendation on the standardization of the State’s entrance and exit criteria  
 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Review district level EL performance data (with long-term goals in mind) All members continuous 

Review and add comments 3.29.17 Discussion Work (G-Drive) All members continuous 

Coordinate next EL Advisory Meeting Aaron Hughes 4.13.17 

Report EL Advisory Recommendations to the ESSA Accountability 
Taskforce 

Aaron Hughes 4.14.17 

 


